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Code "Read" - A Comprehensive Review of DC's New Criminal Code 

About the Speakers 
(Listed Alphabetically) 

Laura Hankins is the General Counsel for the Public Defender Service for the 
District of Columbia.  Ms. Hankins began her legal career in 1992 in the PDS Trial 
Division.  In 1997, she joined the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund Inc. 
as an associate counsel with the Criminal Justice Project.  Ms. Hankins returned to 
PDS in January 2000, where until 2016, as Special Counsel to the Director for Policy, 
she commented on legislation before the D.C. Council.  She represented PDS on the 
D.C. Sentencing Commission, helping create the District’s voluntary sentencing
guidelines. Continuing work she began in 2007, Ms. Hankins was PDS’s
representative on the D.C. Criminal Code Reform Commission Advisory Group; the
Commission’s work resulted in the Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022.  She was a
member of the D.C. Bar’s Legal Ethics Committee from 2010 to 2016 and Rules of
Professional Conduct Review Committee from 2015 to 2022.

Jinwoo Charles Park is the Executive Director of the District of Columbia Criminal 
Code Reform Commission.  Prior to his appointment, Mr. Park served as a Senior 
Attorney Advisor for the CCRC and assisted in drafting many provisions included in 
the Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022.  He was the lead attorney in formulating 
revisions of numerous offenses including murder, manslaughter, kidnapping, and 
robbery.  Prior to joining the CCRC, Mr. Park served as a law clerk to the Honorable 
Judge Phyllis D. Thompson, then an Associate Judge of the DC Court of Appeals, and 
the Honorable Judge Florence Y. Pan, then an Associate Judge of the DC Superior 
Court.  Before these clerkships, Mr. Park practiced civil rights litigation, focusing on 
employment discrimination and wage and hour cases.  Mr. Park earned a B.A. in 
International Relations from the University of Pennsylvania and a J.D. from 
Georgetown University Law Center. 

David Rosenthal joined the Office of the Corporation Counsel (now Office of the 
Attorney General) for the District of Columbia in March 1993 as a line attorney in 
the Juvenile Section.  He was quickly named Assistant Section Chief.  In May 1998 
he was promoted to Chief of the Juvenile Section.  In May 2003 he was named Acting 
Deputy, Criminal Division and has served as Acting Assistant Deputy of the Public 
Safety Division and Acting Chief of both the Criminal and Juvenile Sections.  He is 
currently a Senior Assistant Attorney General in the Public Safety Division.  He sits 

1



on the D.C. Sentencing Commission, Juvenile Rules, and Criminal Jury Instruction 
committees, as well as other interagency workgroups.  He has been a long time 
member of District’s Juvenile Justice Advisory Group (JJAG). The JJAG is the 
District’s juvenile justice state advisory group. Mr. Rosenthal served as a 
commissioner on the Criminal Code Revision Commission from its inception and prior 
to that as a member of the D.C. Sentencing Commission. 

Patrice Sulton (Moderator), Executive Director of the DC Justice Lab, is an 
attorney, criminal justice reform advocate, community organizer and law school 
professor who is powering a movement to fundamentally transform the criminal 
justice system in Washington D.C., which has one of the highest incarceration rates 
in the country.  She served on the District of Columbia’s Criminal Code Reform 
Commission (comprehensively rewriting D.C.’s criminal code), Police Reform 
Commission (recommending an overhaul D.C.’s approach to public safety), and Jails 
& Justice Task Force (publishing a plan to decarcerate by half and bring D.C.’s 
residents home to a safe environment). 
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https://ccrc.dc.gov/page/recommendations
https://dccouncil.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Police-Reform-Commission-Full-Report.pdf
http://www.courtexcellence.org/uploads/publications/TransformationStartsToday.pdf
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OVERVIEW OF THE
REVISED CRIMINAL

CODE ACT

APRIL 28,  2023Jinwoo Park
Executive Director,

Criminal Code 
Reform Commission

DC’S CURRENT CODE IS UNCLEAR

• Many offenses are undefined or incompletely defined

• For example, the simple assault statute: "Whoever unlawfully assaults,
or threatens another in a menacing manner, shall . . . be imprisoned not more
than 180 days[.]”

• There are no standardized defined terms for the criminal code

• For example, the current code does not define culpable mental states
(such as purpose, knowledge, recklessness, or negligence)

• RCCA Assault: “Recklessly causes bodily injury.”
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CURRENT CODE LEAVES 
BASIC ISSUES UNRESOLVED 

• The current code does not codify any general defenses

• For example: Defendant committed an offense, because a third party
threatened to injure the defendant’s family member
• The D.C. Code does not codify a duress defense

• The D.C. Court of Appeals has recognized that there is a duress defense, but
has never addressed:

• Whether duress includes threats against the defendant’s family

• The burden of proof or burden of persuasion

DC’S CURRENT PENALTIES ARE 
DISPROPORTIONATE

• Under current law, punishments do not fit the crime

• For example:

• Threatening to damage property is punishable by up to 20 years

• Actually damaging property is punishable by up to 10 years

• Robbery is overbroad with no penalty grades: non-violent
pickpocketing and robberies involving serious injuries are the same
offense, subject to the same penalties
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THEFT AS AN EXAMPLE OF ELEMENT 
ANALYSIS 

First degree. An actor commits first degree theft when the 
actor: 

(1) Knowingly takes the property of another;
(2) Without the consent of an owner; and
(3) In fact, the property has a value of $500,000 or more.
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Podcast Link 

Podcast: Let's Brief It - The Past, Present, and Future of D.C.'s Criminal Law 
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https://open.spotify.com/episode/74iHzUQdR3p0E6WWNaWd6J


ENROLLED ORIGINAL 

AN ACT 

D.C. ACT 24-789

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

JANUARY 17, 2023 

To enact a new Title 22A of the District of Columbia Official Code and to repeal the 
corresponding organic statutes in the current Title 22; to amend the Firearms Control 
Regulations Act of 197 5 to revise the current unauthorized possession of a firearm or 
destructive device offense, the current unauthorized possession of ammunition offense, 
the current possession of a stm1 gun offense, and the current unlawful storage of a firearm 
offense, to repeal the current possession of self-defense spray offense, to codify a new 
carrying an air or spring gun offense, and to codify a new carrying a pistol in an unlawful 
manner offense; to amend Title I 6 of the District of Columbia Official Code to revise the 
jury demandability statute, the criminal contempt for violation of a civil protection order 
statute, and the parental kidnapping statutes; to amend Title 23 of the District of 
Columbia Official Code to revise the failure to appear after release on citation or bench 
warrant bond offense, the failure to appear in violation of a court order offense, and the 
criminal contempt for violation of a release condition offense; to amend the District of 
Columbia Work Release Act to revise the violation of work release offense; to amend An 
Act to Establish a Board of Indeterminate Sentence and Parole for the District of 
Columbia and to determine its functions, and for other purposes, to revise authorized 
terms of supervised release for all crimes, repeal imprisonment terms for select crimes 
addressed elsewhere, and expand the ability of adults to petition for modifications of 
imposed terms of imprisonment; to amend section 25-1001 of the District of Columbia 
Official Code to revise the possession of an open container of alcohol offense; to amend 
An Act To establish a code of law for the District of Columbia to abolish common law 
criminal offenses; to amend the Drug Paraphernalia Act of 1982 to repeal and revise 
various drug paraphernalia offenses; to repeal archaic criminal offenses in the District of 
Columbia Official Code; and to malce other technical and conforming changes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 
act may be cited as the "Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022". 

I 
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  Modernization Method 

§ 22-404
Whoever unlawfully assaults, or threatens another in a menacing manner, shall be fined not more 
than the amount set forth in § 22-3571.01 or be imprisoned not more than 180 days, or both.

§ 22-407
Whoever is convicted in the District of threats to do bodily harm shall be fined not more than the 
amount set forth in § 22-3571.01 or imprisoned not more than 6 months, or both, and, in addition 
thereto, or in lieu thereof, may be required to give bond to keep the peace for a period not 
exceeding 1 year.

§ 22-1810
Whoever threatens within the District of Columbia to kidnap any person or to injure the person of 
another or physically damage the property of any person or of another person, in whole or in part, 
shall be fined not more than the amount set forth in § 22-3571.01 or imprisoned not more than 
20 years, or both. 288

https://code.dccouncil.us/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3571.01
https://code.dccouncil.us/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3571.01
https://code.dccouncil.us/us/dc/council/code/sections/22-3571.01


  Modernization Method
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