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Kristen Clarke, President & Executive Director of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 

Rights Under Law, leads one of the country’s most important national civil rights 

organizations in the pursuit of equal justice for all.  Under her leadership, the 

organization has been at the forefront of some of the nation’s biggest racial justice 

problems today. The Lawyers’ Committee seeks to promote fair housing and 

community development, economic justice, voting rights, equal educational 

opportunity, criminal justice, judicial diversity and more.  

 

Throughout her career, Ms. Clarke has focused on work that seeks to strengthen 

our democracy by combating discrimination faced by African Americans and other 

marginalized communities.  Clarke formerly served as the head of the Civil Rights 

Bureau for the New York State Attorney General’s Office, where she led broad civil 

rights enforcement on matters including criminal justice issues, education and 

housing discrimination, fair lending, barriers to reentry, voting rights, immigrants’ 

rights, gender inequality, disability rights, reproductive access and LGBT issues. 

Under her leadership, the Bureau secured landmark agreements with banks to 

address unlawful redlining, employers to address barriers to reentry for people 

with criminal backgrounds, police departments on reforms to policies and 

practices, major retailers on racial profiling of consumers, and one of the country’s 

largest school districts concerning issues relating to the school-to-prison pipeline.  

Kristen received her A.B. from Harvard University and her J.D. from Columbia Law 

School. 

 

 


