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In October 2009, Ms. L retained you to pursue her claim. In July 2010, you served notices
of intent to sue upon defendants as required by District of Columbia law." To that end, you served
District Hospital Partners, LP, and George Washington University Medical Faculty Associates.
You did not, however, serve a notice on Ms, L’s treating surgeon, Dr. J. K. R., III, because you
believed that the notice to District Hospital Partners, LP, would suffice.

Thereafter, you deemed it appropriate to consult with another attorney who had experience
handling medical malpractice cases. That attorney reviewed Ms. L’s file and engaged an expert
to review her medical records. The expert concluded that Ms. L had a viable claim and the attorney
agreed t(z) represent her. On October 10, 2010, Ms. L formally retained the other attorney as her
counsel.

On October 13, 2010, Ms. L sent you a letter discharging you as her attorney. Thereafter,
the other attorney, entered into an agreement with you to remain as co-counsel on the case. The
other attorney notified Ms. L of this agreement via email.* Ms. L did not respond to that email.
On October 18, 2010, you and the other attorney filed Ms. L’s medical malpractice claim in the
Superior Court for the District of Columbia.

In February 2011, the court granted defendant Dr. R’s motion to dismiss the October 2010
lawsuit, because he had not been personally served with the notice required by D.C. Code § 16-
2802(c). Specifically, the court concluded that although Dr. R worked at the hospital, District
Hospital Partners, LP (“hospital”™) was not a registered agent authorized to accept service on his
behalf.

In March 2011, you served Dr. R with notice of your client’s intent to file the second
medical malpractice lawsuit, as required by the statute. You and the other attorney filed your
client’s second complaint in June 2011. In September 2011, the court consolidated the 2010 and
2011 complaints into one case. Subsequently, all defendants filed a joint motion for summary
judgment, claiming the new complaint was filed outside the three-year statute of limitations for

' District of Columbia Code § 16-2802(a): “Any person who intends to file an action in the court alleging
medical malpractice against a healthcare provider shall notify the intended defendant of his or her action
not less than 90 days prior to filing the action...”

2 Ms. L has also filed an ethical complaint against that attorney, whom we have also investigated. Our
disposition of that matter is addressed under the cover of a separate letter.

3 The email to Ms. L which was dated February 8, 2011, states: “I was made aware of the correspondence
you sent to Evangeline Covington on October 28, 2010. Your correspondence in effect discharged her from
representation of this case. However, as discussed in our meeting at the time you signed the retainer
agreement, Ms. Covington will be co-counsel on this matter and as such, a fee split of the retainer amount
will take place should a recovery be had...”














